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ICON is the annual journal of ICOHTEC,
an international organization for the study
of technology. ICON publishes articles on
all aspects of that history, which undetrlies so
much of human life; but it is particularly
interested in international technological
relations, so as to encourage cooperation
between scholars across national or political

boundaries.

‘... the history of technology emerges from
a reading of [ICON ...] as among the most
exciting sectors of interdisciplinary history
today, deserving of a wider audience.’

— Times Higher Educational Supplement

ICON is to be praised for ‘... the extremely
high quality of the articles it publishes,
nearly all of which are little gems to be
savoured by historians of technology. Just
delightful!’

— Scopus
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Report by the President for 2017
I assumed the responsibilities of the President of ICOHTEC after the International Congress of the History of Science and Technology, which took place in Rio de Janeiro on 23 - 29 July 2017. During the first months of my duty, I was preoccupied with solving some personal and organizational troubles related to the work of program committee for Saint-Etienne conference. At the end of the year I got engaged in selecting the venue for 2019 annual meeting. We have received two proposals to organize the meeting – one form Katowice (Poland), and the second from Ufa (Russian Federation). The Board (12 members of Executive Committee and 6 officer) almost unanimously voted for Katowice. The local organizing committee, lead by professor Kazimierz Miroszewski of the University of Silesia as hosting institution, prepared a comprehensive and very attractive proposal. My second accomplished task was the organization of the program committee for 2019 meeting. The board – again almost unanimously – has accepted my innovative approach to expand the composition of the PC both in terms of size (it is composed of 11 people comparing to 5-7 in previous years) and in terms of inviting scholars from outside our network. The committee, chaired by our pas vice-president Dick van Lente (The Netherlands), consists of 11 people: Shaul Katzir, Jan Hadlaw, Artemis Yagou, Miroslaw Sikora (member of LOC), Luisa Sousa, Elena Kochetkova, Lino Camprubi, Enrique Cukierman, Nathan Wood, and Francesco Gerali.

Another novelty is that the program committee has been set up before the immediately preceding symposium that means – here, in Saint Etienne we can announce the call for papers for the next meeting. Finally, in the last weeks of this academic year, I have prepared the electronic ballot for 4 seats in Executive Committee (3 for 4-years term and one for remaining 3 years as a replacement for Peter Koval who resigned due to personal reasons. We received 5 nominations and self nomination, combination of experience and vigor - people having long history in ICOHTEC, and newcomers eager to bring their enthusiasm and scholarly networks closer to us. At the time of writing this report, the results and the vote turnout is not known.

30.6.2018

Slawomir Lotysz

Vice President’s Report for August 2017-June 2018

The two tasks for which I was responsible as the VP, was the initiation of the book prize committee and the Daumas prize committee. I confided Dick and others during September-October 2017 on the how to begin. Hans was asked to head the Book prize committee and consented and Elvira, the Daumas committee. Both and the committee members worked well.

The book prize had some 15 submissions to examine and the Daumas committee 15 articles. Both committees agreed on the winners on time, May 2018. 

In the planned prize session in Saint Etienne the commentators will be selected members of each committee.
30 June 2018 

Yoel Bergmann

Report of the Secretary General

The period of office of the new Secretary General has begun in summer 2017. The preparation of our Anniversary Symposium in St Étienne 2018 was ongoing already; I was a member of the Program Committee. Beside this I took care on our next meeting in 2019 together with our president Slawomir Lotysz. The Executive Committee decided for Katowice, Poland, in spring 2018.  The symposium will be held from 21 – 27 July 2019. 

My tasks during the final year included:

· Reporting to DHST on ICOHTEC activities in 2017 – (the report has been accepted)

· Applying for DHST activity grants for 2018. As a result, we received three grants of total $2,400 ($1,500 for conference travel grants, $300 for ongoing expenses, and $600 for updating and running of our website).
· Applying for sponsoring of the Juanelo Turriano Foundation, which kindly supported our travel grants and our Turriano-ICOHTEC Book Prize

·   Applying for sponsoring of Université de technologie de Belfort-Montbéliard, which kindly sponsored the Maurice Daumas Prize for outstanding articles.
3 July 2018

Stefan Poser
Report of the ICON Editor
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The issue of ICON for 2017, volume 23, was published in May 2018. The issue included four essays answering the question: “What can historians of technology contribute to the Anthropocene debate?” Great for us: the total included an article by our keynote speaker in Porto, several members and a scholar in a different field.  Because of lack of interest from authors, the original plan to have an issue devoted to the Anthropocene, following the conference in Porto, was dropped and only the essays focus on this issue (and one research article). With this issue, we started a “research in brie” section, for articles of about 3,000 words, for authors who don’t have the time or desire to write a research article. The issue had 4 essays, 3 research articles, 1 research article and 17 book reviews – the total was 243 pages (A5 so a bit smaller than the previous printer). Interesting several pieces were written by several authors. 
Book review editor. We are currently looking for a new book review editor to take over the position from Artemis Yagou, who did a great job getting reviews for this issue. Our previous selection as book reviews editor disappeared and will not contact us, forcing us to start the search process again. 

Editorial Board. The editorial board still has 8 members, but there is a suggestion to increase this number or add an advisory board. It makes sense to me to differentiate between board members who read submissions and board members who track down new work.  

Printing. I did typesetting for the issue because the typesetter previously used was unavailable, hence the changes to the layout. The previous typesetter did, however, make the cover for the new issue, so the outside of the journal should look the same. A new printer was found for the journal in Sweden rather than in the UK; the page size of the journal decreased slightly. Next year we can decide which layout we would like to continue with. 

Distribution of ICON. 175 copies were sent out this year. 128 to members. 27 to institutions and libraries (JSTOR will get it digitally). Due to a dropping number of members, volumes were sent to members who paid for 2018 or 2017. So we sent the journal to many non-paying previous members.

Open Access. I continue to investigate the options for open access publication. I believe that this would greatly increase visibility of the journal. I have found a new solution for digital publication of the journal if desired (Ubiquity Press – based in the UK). If we decide to publish open access, I suggest having two levels of membership: one which includes the journal only digitally, and one which includes both a digital and hard copy of the journal, the journal could perhaps be published on our website, as it is currently, but open to all. I think going open access will be the best for the journal, and will make us the only history of technology journal currently to do this, an added attraction for authors who are required to publish OA (as well as visibility).

14 June 2018

Hermione Giffard
Report of the Newsletter Editor 2017 – 2018

I undertook the office of Newsletter Editor on July 2018. Since then, I edited the NWSL 148 July/August to the 158 June. In this term, I made minor stylistic changes (e.g. the front cover with the patent of a different artifact each month). I focused my efforts to create a new editorial line based on the diversification of the contents, and attempted to include original information from Latin America, Asia, and Oceania. In doing that, I introduced brand new headings like, as example, “Open Sources”, “Professional Development”, and “Job Posting”. The latter is intended to advertise job openings all over the world, and overtake the task of the now closed “Ph.D. Corner”. 


I decided to distribute the NWSL by email to an extended network of history scholars (selected mainly by my personal contact list) working all over the world, made exception for African and Middle Eastern countries. So far, I reach directly every month a pool of some 180 fellow scholars. This policy is paying back. I am gradually receiving some encouraging spontaneous submission of contents from not members and people that has little or none connection with ICOHTEC. Apparently, people outside ICOHTEC acknowledge the wide-spreading diffusion of our NWSL, and the fact that it is also accessible on-line. 


I invited several scholars (e.g. Prof. Jeffrey Johnson, Prof. Conevery Bolton-Valencius, and Stephen Weldon, both from the U.S.A) to produce and tailor ad hoc contributions for the NWSL, like conference reports and project/scientific initiatives.  My next project regards the current bibliography on the history of technology - not only limited to the written production of ICOHTEC Members. I am negotiating with the ISISCB platform (leaded by Stephen Weldon) the possibility to provide our NWSL with a bimonthly bibliographic repertoire of the most recent book issues in the field of science, technology, medicine, environment, and energy history. When the agreement will be concluded, ICOHTEC will have the exclusive to publish this information on an electronic NWSL. 
ICOHTEC’s Newsletter is published each month made exception for July which is issued bounded to August). The main tasks are:

1) To publish news of ICOHTEC

2) To publish a bibliography of books, written or edited by ICOHTEC members every second year

3) To give reports of conferences, book presentations, exhibitions, and relevant subjects of research
4) To inform about new conferences, summer schools and awards

5) To give short summaries of recently published books

6) Promote ICOHTEC membership (the membership form is added to each issue) and our journal ICON. 

The ICOHTEC Newsletter was published since the late 1980s – at first on paper, later on in an additional electronic version and since 2005 it is published (only) in the electronic version and distributed via mailing list. Since then, it is available also on ICOHTEC’s homepage. The archive on http://www.icohtec.org/publications-newsletter.html is dating back to 2006. 

Thank you to all members for submitting information. I encourage fellow “Icohtechians” to take advantage of the NWSL to inform the other members and the history scholars community about your projects and ideas.  

Norman, Oklahoma, 08-07-2017

Francesco Gerali

Report by Webmaster

During the past academic year, apart of typical duties such as regularly updating the content (uploading the monthly newsletters and periodic announcements, managing access to Members Area), I have been regularly posting the most important news concerning ICOHTEC’s activities on social media, particularly on our Facebook and Twitter profiles.  As every year, I took care of paying the annual fees for renting virtual server and for internet domain icohtec.org. In May I moved our website to wordpress format. The site is still under construction. It turned out that in wordpress it is unable to use our former set up for Members Area. I am working to find a solution.

Slawomir Lotysz
The Provisional Report of the Programme Committee for the 45th Symposium in Saint-Étienne, France in 17-21 July 2018

The Programme Committee (PC) started its work at the ICHST in Rio in July 2017. The PC consists of the following five members:

Robert Belot, Université Jean Monnet, Saint-Etienne, France

Pierre Lamard, Université de Technologie de Belfort Montbéliard, France

Slawomir Lotysz, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland

Timo Myllyntaus, Turku School of Economics, Turku, Finland (chair)

Stefan Poser, Helmut Schmidt University, Hamburg, Germany

James Stark, University of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom

Elitsa Stoilova, Plovdiv University, Plovdiv, Bulgaria
The Call for Paper led to nearly 250 paper proposals. Of them, the PC accepted 215. Due to the several withdrawals, nearly 190 papers will be papers presented in 42 sessions including the Prize sessions. The number of parallel sessions varies from 3 to 8 during the four days reserved for scientific sessions. 

The symposium will be held in the Trefilerie campus of Jean Monnet University, Saint-Étienne (StE). It is located about two kilometres from the main railway station (Care de StE Chateaucreux). It takes 26-30 min to walk the shortest route from the station to the venue, while travel time by tram is 25 minutes because it goes around the city center. 

Sessions will take place in three buildings at nine lecturing halls. All these rooms are equipped with a video projector. The wireless Internet connection will be available in the venue via Eduroam. The scientific programme of the symposium will be accessible by Internet. The symposium bag will include – among other things – the printed programme book as well as the Book of Abstracts. 

By estimate, roughly 200 participants and 20 accompanying persons will attend the symposium.

We look forward to meeting you in Saint-Étienne.

Timo Myllyntaus

Chair of the Programme Committee
Travel Grant Committee

This year, thanks to generous support from Juanelo Turriano Foundation and DHST, as well as our own resources, we offered 18 travel grants amounting to 6700 Euro. We received 33 applications, which means that we were able to sponsor more than half of those who needed financial assistance.

 Slawomir Lotysz, Chair
Turriano-ICOHTEC Book Prize 2018 – Report of the Committee
The committee of the Turriano-ICOHTEC Book Prize received 12 applications; beside the winning entity, two books are so impressive that the committee mentions them.
Winner:
Lino Camprubi, Los Ingenieros de Franco. Ciencia, catolicismo y Guerra Fría en el Estado franquista,
Barcelona, Crítica 2017
An excellent book.  It deals with well-chosen case studies and uses a very original approach by concentrating on material objects.  But then it also succeeds admirably in putting them into the context of the history of technology and also that of the history of science and of political history. The book is methodologically sophisticated and elegantly written. It was first published in English in 2014 (MIT Press) and then, three years later, in a considerably enlarged version in Spanish. During that time the book has benefitted from a long maturation process.
Honorable mention:
Jonas van der Straeten, Transmitting development. Global networks and the development of local grids in the electrification of East Africa, 1906-1970. PhD thesis, Darmstadt 2017.
An impressive PhD thesis   on a research area which is fairly new and is currently explored by several researchers in Mikael Hard`s research project on the history of technology in a global context.  Van der Straeten is very well-versed in methodological issues and equally skillfull in making use of theoretical approaches for his historical source material. The critical stance toward Tom Hughes` “Large Technological Systems” is completely justified. But van der Straeten does not stop there. He offers an imaginative approach of his own which benefits much from actor-network theory.
Honorable mention:
Daniel López López and Marta Domènech Rodríguez, Tile vaults. Structural analysis and experimentation.
A highly original book with the potential of being awarded a prize in a field close to the history of technology. It is a first-rate contribution restauration and conservation studies and to architecture and civil engineering, the latter two, of course, in a historical perspective”.
Hans-Joachim Braun, Chair of the Committee 

REPORT BY THE 2018 COMMITTEE FOR THE MAURICE DAUMAS PRIZE

We received 15 applications, 14 in English, and 1 in Spanish from 11 countries, as the following table shows:

	Author Names
	Paper Title
	Language
	Country
	Institution

	1. Adrian Kirwan
	R.L. Edgeworth and optical telegraphy in Ireland, c. 1790–1805
	English
	Ireland
	Maynooth University, Co. Kildare

	2. Brusius Mirjam
	Photography’s Fits and Starts: The Search for
Antiquity and its Image in Victorian Britain
	English
	UK
	University of Oxford

	3. Coreen McGuire & Jaipreet Virdi

	Phyllis M. Tookey Kerridge and the science of
audiometric standardization in Britain
	English
	UK/USA
	University of Bristol & University of Delaware

	4. Fabrizio Bigotti
	The Pulsilogium of Santorio New Light on Technology and Measurement in Early Modern Medicine
	English
	UK
	University of Exeter

	5. Hugo Pereira
	The technodiplomacy of Iberian transnational railways in the second half of the nineteenth century
	English
	Portugal
	CIUHCT-FCT-NOVA

	6. Karena Kalmbach
	Revisiting the nuclear age. State of the art research in nuclear history


	English
	Netherlands
	Technische Universiteit Eindhoven

	7. Ksenia Tatarchenko
	The Computer Does Not Believe in Tears
	English
	Switzerland
	Geneva University

	8. Manuela Gozález & Pascual López
	La Primitiva Murciana Y La Saga De Inventores Monzó-Fundición Y Construcción de Maquinaria en Murcia (1870-1917)

	Spanish
	Spain
	University of Murcia

	9. Matteo Paolieri
	Ferdinand Münz- EDTA and 40 years of inventions
	English
	Italy
	University of Florence

	10. Nazia Talat
	Incremental innovations, information contagion, and path dependence-the case of drinking water purification technologies in urban India
	English
	India
	Jawaharlal Nehru University

	11. Nuno Luís Madureira
	The confident forecaster. Lessons from the upscaling of the electricity industry in England and Wales
	English
	Portugal
	ISCTE

	12. Pierre Mounier-Kuhn & Maël Pégny
	AFCAL and the Emergence of Computer Science in
France: 1957-1967
	English
	France
	CNRS, Université Paris-Sorbonne

	13. Robrecht Declercq
	Building Imperial Frontiers. Business, Science and Karakul Sheep Farming in (German) South-West Africa (1903–1939)

	English
	Belgium
	Ghent University

	14. Stephen Courtney
	‘A very diadem of light’: exhibitions in Victorian
London, the Parliamentary light and the shaping
of the Trinity House lighthouses
	English
	UK
	University of Cambridge

	15. Suryyia Manzoor
	Water Management, Purifcation and Testing Techniques in Indo-Pak
Landscapes in the Early Modern Period
	English
	Portugal
	CIUHCT- FCUL


The quality of papers were recognized by the Maurice Daumas Prize Committee. The panel pointed out many papers well researched, well written and published in respected journals. Some of them represent original and consistent research, based on the range of various materials and evidence. From the general perspective the papers are good enough to being considered, and their contribution for the History of Technology is estimated as high. 

The range of topics presented focuses on and covers several areas such as: 

history of technology, history of science, nuclear field, optical telegraphy, history of medical technologies, history of mechanics, history of computer science, rural economy, colonial studies, science studies, history of electricity and technological policy, business history,  methods of forecasting (to do with power stations).

Although some papers are of high quality, the ICOHTEC Maurice Daumas Article Prize 2018 (the eighth) will be awarded to:

Mirjam Sarah Brusius, Postdoctoral Researcher at University of Oxford / German Historical Institute, for her paper “Photography’s Fits and Starts: The Search for Antiquity and its Image in Victorian Britain,” published in 2016 in  History of Photography, 40:3, 250-266, DOI: 10.1080/03087298.2016.1209027
Mirjam Brusius, in her paper discusses the role of photography in its early period, and its role on science (archaeology, in the paper). She investigates the relationship between ancient objects and their visual depiction in British archaeological expeditions in the Middle East in the mid-nineteenth century. The article focuses on the exploration of Ancient Mesopotamia initiated by the British adventurer Austen Henry Layard. Modern scholarship on Layard’s excavations and their reception in Europe has mostly presented them as well-organised, purposive, and logical enterprises in which finding objects and depicting them had a clear, well-defined purpose. Little attention has been paid to the fact that the excavated items were initially objects without a clear status, even after they had arrived in Europe. This article examines how the application of visual media – whether used for scholarship or for publicity – in the field and the museum reflected this uncertainty. In this context, photography as a new medium entered the chaos of the field and the museum as one among several media that brought along its own insecurities rather than a tool ready and able to solve a problem.
Mirjam Brusius´s article is an intellectually challenging proposal. Wondering about the absence of photography in mid-century archaeological campaigns, she offers both a micro-study of the uses of photography as a new technology in an appearing academic discipline and the general debate in historical research about the changing status of photography in the mid-1800s. It is a very good paper about the use of photography and uncertainties about its epistemological status along a wave of public enthusiasm for certain ruin-aesthetics. 

Mirjam Brusius´s article represents a clearly written contribution to the history of archaeology and photography, where figures and pictures support arguments and narratives; the author addresses specific questions and appeals a diversity of proofs and sources to build the original story of the application of visual media. The study has a great potential for theoretical and methodological contribution as well.

PRIZE COMMITTEE

· Maria Elvira Callapez, PI. Dr., [Prize Committee Chair],
CIUHCT, Faculdade de Ciências, Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal

Email: mariaelviracallapez@gmail.com
· Antoni Roca-Rosell, Dr.

Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya
Barcelona, Catalunya, Spain
Email: antoni.roca-rosell@upc.edu
· Eike-Christian Heine, Dr.
Technische Universität Braunschweig, Germany
Email: eikechristian.heine@googlemail.com
· Hermione Giffard, Dr. University of Utrecht, The Netherlands
Email: hgiffard@gmail.com
· Laurent Heyberger, Dr.
Université de technologie de Belfort-Montbéliard (UTBM), France
Email: laurent.heyberger@utbm.fr
· Liliia Zemnukhova, PhD
Sociological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (SI RAN), St. Petersburg,

Russian Federation

l.zemnukhova@gmail.com
2 July 2018 

Maria Elvira Callapez, Chair
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