Plastic Environments – Call for Contributions to a Special Issue of ICON 

The production and distribution of plastic have increased enormously over the last 80 years and reached an annual production of more than 400 million tons in 2025. Within the discourse on the Anthropocene plastic is one of the major categories: geologists have discussed whether plastic particles in the earth’s layers are sufficient evidence to determine the beginning of the Anthropocene. This approach makes clear that plastics can now be found almost everywhere on Earth. Since the call “Plastic Environments” addresses a global development, we search for papers with a focus on specific local, national or transnational perspective as well as global histories of plastics.
The growing amount of plastic has influenced the surrounding environment, as well as the development of societies and societal recognition of this material. Plastics belong to those materials that generate strong and controversial emotions. Indeed, narratives concerning this group of materials include both success stories and tales about terrible environmental and health consequences.
As the history of artificial materials is still a small but growing field, this special issue of ICON will explore various approaches to the history of plastics. “Plastics Environments” look at four different environments/fields:
· the production of plastics, its further processing, its recycling and the political contexts of labour, entrepreneurship and economy,
· the role of plastics in the development of consumer and leisure societies,
· the intended and unintended impacts of these materials, such as the garbage patches in the oceans, and
· questions of musealisation.
ICON is the peer-reviewed journal of the International Committee for the History of Technology, ICOHTEC. If you like to contribute, please send a 300–400-word abstract and a short CV to the guest editors by 5 January 2026. Manuscripts will be needed until end of March. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions in advance. 
Best wishes
Florian Bettel and Stefan Poser

Florian Bettel, University of Applied Arts Vienna, Austria, florian.bettel@uni-ak.ac.at and
Stefan Poser, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany, stefan.poser@kit.edu

